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It is now acknowledged that this triangle was known well before Blaise Pascal (1623-1662) who “introduced”
it in his famous 1653 treatise, Traité du triangle arithmétique. Indeed, not only the binomial coefficients, but in
fact, the addition rule, which, of course, is needed to generate the coefficients, were known to Indian mathema-
ticians'. For instance, according to Edwards [1], some elements of the binomial coefficients can be observed in
the works of Pingala (c. 200 BC-?). A few centuries later, Varahamihira (505 CE-587 EFE) gave a clear descrip-
tion of the addition rule [1] 2013). The triangle itself was mentioned as early as the 10™ century CE, in the book
Meru-prastaara® by Halayudha (2-?). See [2] for more details.
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